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PLEI FUNDING NOTICE

The Law Foundation has established a budget of up to $750,000 for a public legal education and information program and a distribution program that focuses on providing civil law public legal education and information resources in British Columbia.

Who can apply?
A non-profit organization in British Columbia that can demonstrate knowledge, skill, and experience, and a vision for the delivery of public legal education and information.
Program Details
The Foundation wishes to support a public legal education and information program that will provide legal education and information services to the diverse public of British Columbia in all areas of law except criminal law. 
Please consider the following in developing your application:
1. The Law Foundation is of the view that public legal education and information is a foundational element for broadening access to justice.
2. The Foundation recognizes there is an increased need for PLEI as the justice system is requiring more self-help/self reliance from British Columbians, while resources are shrinking.
3. The Foundation is aware that the need for PLEI in all areas of law, including family law, is substantial.

4. While the Foundation currently funds primarily civil non-family PLEI, the Foundation does not wish to miss the opportunity to assist the public of BC by filling gaps that might exist in family law. The family law component of the new program will focus strictly on filling the gaps that exist in family law resources. This will require close collaboration with the Legal Services Society and Clicklaw.
5. The Foundation wishes to fund PLEI (content) on the basis of vision and strategic planning about PLEI needs and modes of delivery.
6. PLEI materials should be available in a range of formats based on the appropriateness of context including print, online, multimedia devices, workshops, phone support, and radio. PLEI materials where possible should be available in easy to print format. 
7. Ideally, PLEI should include guided self-help where possible. This might include, for example, the use of help lines, capacity to respond to email requests for specific information, and avatars. PLEI deliverers should continue to explore innovative ways to provide guided self-help.
8. PLEI should cover as wide a range as possible to meet the diverse needs of the public in BC, while creating a cohesive and effective experience for the user. 
9. Legal education workshops on legal topics should be accessible, if numbers warrant, across the province on topics of relevance to most British Columbians including middle income people. Some of this could be done through webinars and video conferencing.
10. Speakers on legal topics should be accessible, where appropriate, across the province.  This can be co-ordinated with the CBA, and others. 
11. Core PLEI materials on substantive and procedural issues should be available to be adapted/and used for presentation. This is to ensure that these resources are available to all PLEI providers in the province so that smaller and regional organizations are not placed in the position of duplicating efforts and materials in order to provide PLEI in their communities.
12. Given the increasing numbers of people self-representing, a robust collection of self-help materials should be available. 
13. A PLEI strategy should include a strategy for raising legal literacy levels in the province (lasting impact).
14. A strong PLEI distribution network is needed that makes available PLEI materials across the province, for example at local libraries, community centres, or social services agencies.
15. The Foundation has funded PLEI for many years and a large amount of investment has gone into development of PLEI materials both online and hard copy, and also the Clicklaw portal.  Over the past 10 years, the Law Foundation has provided $17,000,000 for direct public legal education and information programs and projects. A PLEI strategy should include a commitment to collaborate with other agencies to utilize (leverage) current PLEI materials that exist to the fullest, and to support other agencies to deliver their resources through this PLEI website.   Co-ordination with Clicklaw, the CBA, and the Legal Services Society is essential. 
16. The Foundation wishes to see these PLEI resources housed on one website/platform that will connect with Clicklaw and other websites.  
Please consider the following guidelines in preparing your application:

· The maximum amount you may apply for is up to $750,000 for the period of January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.

· The Foundation’s interest is in funding PLEI content.  The nature of the program, and identified and emerging needs, will require building of resources over a number of years. Ability to assess the gaps that exist in public legal education and to identify emerging needs is essential.
· Applications with built in partnerships will be considered.
· The Foundation has a keen interest in evaluations that inform program delivery and ensure that programs are evidence-based and innovative in service delivery.

· The distribution component should be outlined separately, along with a distribution budget, and be included in the above maximum amount. 

· Refer to the following documents in developing your proposal:
· Clicklaw and Beyond: Public Legal Education and Information Materials in BC by Gayla Reid, Drew Jackson, and Carol McEown, May 2009.
· Civil Needs Research Report prepared by Carol McEown, 2009.
· Responding Early, Responding Well: Access to Justice through Early Resolution Services Sector. Final Report of the Prevention, Triage, and Referral Working Group of the National Action Committee on Access to Justice in Civil & Family Matters, Feb 2013.
· Review of BC Family Public Legal Education and Information Resources by Erin Shaw & Gayla Reid, June 2012.
· The Legal Problems of Everyday Life: The Nature, Extent and Consequences of Justiciable Problems Experienced by Canadians by Ab Currie, May 2009.
· Meaningful Change for Family Justice: Beyond Wise Words. Final Report of the Family Justice Working Group of the Action Committee on Access to Justice in Civil and Family Matters, April 2013.
· The Law Foundation’s Diversity Profile, Third Edition, March 2009.

· This will be on-track funding that will require an application to be submitted yearly for adjudication.        

· The decision to continue funding will depend on:
a) availability of funding;
b) successful completion of deliverables in the previous year; and,
c) an assessment of the outcomes and outputs satisfactory to the Law Foundation.

· Please submit your application by courier, mail or fax no later than August 15, 2013 at 12:00 p.m.  Please contact our office to obtain the 2013 PLEI On-Track Application Form and Application Guide. 
· Applications will be adjudicated at the November 23, 2013 Board of Governors’ meeting.
· In the course of preparing their report on a grant application for Foundation Board members’ review, the Law Foundation staff may circulate the application to external reviewers and discuss the merits of the proposed project with individuals in related fields. You should know that if asked, the Law Foundation staff will disclose the name of an organization applying for a grant, the amount requested, and the purpose for which the funds have been requested.  
· Please contact Program Director karima budhwani before submitting your application to facilitate the assessment process.  
Please note that submitting an application will not guarantee funding. The Law Foundation may award all, some or none of the $750,000 budget. Grants awarded will depend on the finances of the Law Foundation and the quality of the applications received, and the Foundation’s assessment of the capacity of the applicants to deliver the program.
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